
 

The Complete Writer's Effect Toolkit 

A Student's Guide to Achieving Level 5 (13-15 marks) 
 

Introduction: Why Writer's Effect Is So Challenging 
Writer's effect analysis is consistently one of the most difficult aspects of IGCSE English 
Language for students. It is what my students most frequently complain about, and it is what 
most of you search for on EnglishFirstLanguage.net.  

Here's why: 

The Triple Challenge: 

1.​ You must identify techniques - spotting metaphors, personification, imagery, etc. 
2.​ You must explain effects - what these techniques actually do to the reader 
3.​ You must demonstrate understanding - showing why the writer made these specific 

choices 

Most students can do the first part reasonably well. Many students can attempt the second part. 
Very few students excel at the third part—and this is what separates Level 4 (10-12 marks) from 
Level 5 (13-15 marks). 

The Core Problem: 

Students often treat writer's effect as a "technique-spotting exercise" rather than an analysis of 
how language creates meaning. They write things like: 

❌ "The writer uses a metaphor comparing the violin to a monarch." ❌ "There is personification 
when the bee 'smiles.'" ❌ "The simile 'like a labyrinth' shows it's confusing." 

These responses identify techniques but don't genuinely analyze how the language works or 
why the writer chose it. 

What Examiners Actually Want: 

Examiners want you to unpack the layers of meaning in carefully selected quotations and 
demonstrate that you understand: 

●​ What connotations and associations words carry 
●​ How these meanings work together to create specific effects 
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●​ Why the writer chose these particular words/techniques for their purpose 

The Good News: 

Writer's effect can be mastered with the right approach. This toolkit will give you: 

●​ Clear principles to follow 
●​ A systematic framework for analysis 
●​ Precise language to express your ideas 
●​ Self-assessment tools to check your work 

Let's begin.  
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PART A: CORE PRINCIPLES 

The Foundation of Strong Writer's Effect Analysis 
 

The 10 Golden Rules 🟢 

These are non-negotiable principles that every Level 5 response follows: 

1. Select Judiciously (Choose Wisely) 

●​ Pick 3 examples per paragraph that are genuinely rich in meaning 
●​ Each quotation should be different in technique or effect 
●​ Avoid examples that say similar things 
●​ Quality over quantity—three excellent examples beat six mediocre ones 

2. Go Beyond Surface Meaning 

●​ Never stop at the literal meaning 
●​ Always ask: "What does this word/phrase suggest or connote?" 
●​ Consider multiple layers of meaning 
●​ Think about associations the word creates 

3. Explain the "So What?" 

●​ After quoting, always explain: "So what? What effect does this create?" 
●​ Don't just identify—analyze 
●​ Show how the technique creates the effect you claim 

4. Demonstrate Writer's Intent 

●​ Explain why the writer chose this specific word/technique 
●​ Show what the writer is trying to achieve 
●​ Connect choices to overall effect or purpose 

5. Unpack Imagery with Precision 

●​ Don't just say "there's imagery"—specify what kind (visual, auditory, tactile, etc.) 
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●​ Explain what the image creates in the reader's mind 
●​ Consider what the comparison/description suggests beyond the literal 

6. Integrate Evidence Smoothly 

●​ Don't "plonk" quotations in isolation 
●​ Weave them into your analytical sentences 
●​ Keep quotations focused (usually under 15 words) 

7. Use Your Own Words 

●​ Paraphrase and explain in your own analytical voice 
●​ Don't just repeat what the text says 
●​ Show your thinking process 

8. Follow PEEL Structure 

●​ Point: State the overall effect of the paragraph 
●​ Evidence: Provide your quotations 
●​ Explanation: Analyze how the language creates effects 
●​ Link: Show how elements work together to create the overall effect 

9. Write Cohesively 

●​ Each analysis should build on the previous one 
●​ Show how multiple techniques combine to create cumulative effect 
●​ End with a synthesizing sentence 

10. Maintain Academic Register 

●​ Avoid casual language ("The writer uses loads of imagery") 
●​ Avoid personal response ("This makes me feel...") 
●​ Focus on effects on "the reader" generally 

 

What Makes a Level 5 Response Different? 

Level 4 (10-12 marks) Level 5 (13-15 marks) 

Identifies techniques correctly Explores multiple layers of meaning 

Explains basic effects Unpacks connotations and associations 

Selects relevant examples Selects judiciously—every word counts 
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Some analysis of imagery Precise and imaginative imagery 
analysis 

Shows the technique works Shows why the writer chose it 

Competent explanations High-quality, sophisticated comments 

Adequate understanding Clear evidence of deep understanding 

The Key Difference: 

Level 4 responses tell you what is there. Level 5 responses explain how it works and why it 
matters. 

 

The PEEL Structure in Practice 

Every paragraph analyzing a text should follow this structure: 

P - POINT (1 sentence) 

●​ Start with: "The overall effect of paragraph [N] is to..." 
●​ State the main effect/atmosphere/purpose 
●​ This is your topic sentence 

E - EVIDENCE (embedded throughout) 

●​ Provide 3 carefully selected quotations 
●​ Embed them smoothly into your analytical sentences 
●​ Don't list them separately 

E - EXPLANATION (the bulk of your paragraph) 

●​ Unpack each quotation in detail 
●​ Explain connotations, associations, effects 
●​ Show how techniques create meaning 
●​ Demonstrate writer's reasons 

L - LINK (final sentence) 

●​ Show how all elements work together 
●​ Synthesize the different techniques 
●​ Connect back to your opening point 
●​ Use phrases like: "These elements converge/synthesize to..." 
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PART C: LANGUAGE TOOLKIT 
 
In this section, you will find a few useful phrases for performing analysis, as well as phrases and 
words that you should avoid. These are not hard and fast rules, but they give you an idea of 
what is appropriate for the purpose of Writer's Effect.and why. 

Precise Vocabulary for Sophisticated Analysis 
 

Analytical Vocabulary Bank 

Instead of Basic Verbs, Use: 

❌ Avoid ✅ Use Instead 

shows establishes, reveals, demonstrates, conveys, suggests, 
implies 

tells us indicates, signals, communicates, expresses 

makes creates, generates, produces, constructs, evokes 

uses employs, utilizes, deploys, incorporates 

gives provides, offers, presents, delivers, grants 

says states, declares, asserts, claims, articulates 

For Describing Effects: 

●​ creates an atmosphere of... 
●​ establishes a sense of... 
●​ generates tension through... 
●​ evokes feelings of... 
●​ conveys the impression of... 
●​ suggests an atmosphere of... 
●​ produces a sensation of... 
●​ constructs an image of... 
●​ builds toward... 
●​ heightens the sense of... 
●​ amplifies the feeling of... 
●​ intensifies the mood of... 
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●​ reinforces the idea of... 

For Discussing Connotations: 

●​ connotes... 
●​ suggests... 
●​ implies... 
●​ carries associations of... 
●​ evokes... 
●​ hints at... 
●​ resonates with... 
●​ echoes... 
●​ alludes to... 
●​ brings to mind... 

For Explaining Writer's Choices: 

●​ The writer's purpose in... 
●​ This serves to... 
●​ The writer achieves this through... 
●​ By selecting [X], the writer... 
●​ This choice reveals... 
●​ The writer's intention is to... 
●​ This technique works to... 

 

Sentence Starters by Function 

Opening (Overall Effect Statement): 

●​ "The overall effect of paragraph [N] is to..." 
●​ "The primary purpose of paragraph [N] is to..." 
●​ "Paragraph [N] serves to..." 

Introducing First Example: 

●​ "The [technique] in '[quotation]'..." 
●​ "The writer employs..." 
●​ "The opening [metaphor/simile/image] of..." 
●​ "The phrase..." 

Introducing Second Example: 

●​ "Additionally, the..." 
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●​ "Further emphasizing this..." 
●​ "Complementing this imagery..." 
●​ "The writer reinforces this through..." 
●​ "Building on this effect..." 

Introducing Third Example: 

●​ "Most strikingly..." 
●​ "Most powerfully..." 
●​ "Most tellingly..." 
●​ "Most remarkably..." 
●​ "Perhaps most effectively..." 

Explaining Multiple Layers: 

●​ "with '[word]' suggesting..., while '[word]' connotes..." 
●​ "The juxtaposition of [X] and [Y] creates..." 
●​ "This layering of..." 
●​ "The combination of [X] and [Y]..." 

Synthesizing Conclusion: 

●​ "These elements converge to..." 
●​ "These layered techniques combine to..." 
●​ "These techniques work in concert to..." 
●​ "These choices synthesize to create..." 
●​ "Together, these elements establish..." 

 

Words to Describe Techniques 

For Imagery: 

●​ visual imagery 
●​ auditory imagery 
●​ tactile imagery 
●​ olfactory imagery 
●​ kinetic imagery (movement) 
●​ sensory description 
●​ vivid/evocative imagery 

For Metaphor/Simile: 

●​ extended metaphor 
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